UNITARIAN FELLOWSHIP OF LONGVIEW

SPECIAL BOARD MEETING

JULY 1, 2005
Meeting called to order with the lighting of the chalice

Board members present: Huey Mitchell, President; Erica Blakely Vice President/Program Chair;

                                        Barbara Cavin, Secretary; Jessica Noble, R.E. Director

Members: Jay Noble, Tina Rushing, Paul Blakely

I. Called special board meeting

     Huey called a special board meeting to inform the board that one of our regular speakers, Dr. Lynn Bauman was on probation as a registered sex offender. President Mitchell feels that as a board, we have responsibility to the membership to let them know, and to determine if we want to continue to allow him to give programs at the fellowship.

     Program chairperson Erica Blakely said that Mr. Bauman had tried to get in contact with her previously but she has not been able to discuss the current feeling of the membership with Mr. Bauman. She also said that he did acknowledge to her that there were charges but according to him “they were all a big misunderstanding”.

Much discussion ensued including input form the member/non-board members present. Feelings both pro having him return and con for having him not return were very strong.

Outcome:

1. Huey will contact the District UU for advice and guidance on how to proceed.

2. Huey will consult with other congregations about how to reconcile this issue.

3. Erica will contact Mr. Bauman to inform him of the concerns and to get more information from him about the charges.

4. Huey will inform the congregation individually about the information discovered so that everyone can be aware of the situation.

5. Frank will contact Mr. Bauman’s probation officer to get a clear picture of the charges and the terms of his probation.

6. The board will be available, even if by phone, to take a vote on whether or not to have Mr. Bauman come here on July 10, 2005 to present his program as had been scheduled.

7. Board members with specific assignments will contact Huey with findings.

An unofficial vote was taken concerning having him return. Two in favor, Two undecided and 4 a definite no.

Huey will be in contact with the board in order for a decision to be rendered prior to the July 10th service.

Meeting adjourned.  Respectfully Submitted,    _____________________Barbara Cavin, Sec.

