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Board Meeting

August 10, 2005

The lighting of the chalice opened the board meeting of the Unitarian Fellowship of Longview by board President Huey Mitchell.

Board Members Present: Jessica Noble, Huey Mitchell, Barbara Cavin, Peggy Nader, and Betty Golding

Absent: Frank Herbert, JoAnn Porterfield

Guests present: Kay Cox, Richard Parrish, Carol Peaster, Bob Winters

Minutes from the previous board meeting were approved and accepted without correction.

Old Business:

Food service area: Marolen Mullinax has been unable to contact David Barrow to obtain another bid. The two present bids are too wide ranging for either to be realistic. Kay Cox has agreed to meet David Barrow at the facility to get a bid. Barbara Cavin also said that she would contact Gail McBride for another bid. Kay will meet both contractors to let them view the area.

501C3 status: After 5 weeks, no copy of the 501C3 paperwork has been mailed to us. Joann will continue to attempt to get a copy of the paperwork from Austin.

Religious Education: Jessica reports that we still need a caretaker/supervisor for the children. 

This position has a small remuneration available. Anyone who knows of someone who might be interested, please contact Jessica Noble.

Sheila McElroy is going to try to get a story in the religious section of the local newspaper about the new religious education program to be offered at the fellowship. Parents will be asked to enroll their children so that we can have some idea of how many to prepare for each Sunday.

The newspaper article (or ad) may cost something. The R.E. program has some money in the budget. They may also need some supplies that may be an expense.

Jessica is going to check with the district UU office to see if there are any IRS issues regarding paid helpers.

Treasurer: Jo Ann Porterfield has indicated that she cannot assume treasurer duties at this time due to her uncle’s failing health. Huey asked that the board submit names to him of possible candidates to fill that position on the board.

The treasurer is needed to count and deposit Sunday collections. Also, the board suggests taking the offering in the baskets, not the plate, as the money falls off of the plate during passing.

Drinking Fountain: Huey suggests replacing the fountain with a tap water fountain instead of a refrigerated one. The present fountain cannot be repaired. Huey will investigate the cost of replacement, and he and Kay Cox will replace it if possible.

Membership Committee: Richard Parrish is heading the membership development committee. Tina Rushing, Gayle heard, Jessica Noble and Sheila McElroy are also on the committee. Their suggestions are as follows:

1. Contact guests/visitors by phone, e-mail, or postcard after their visit.

2. Place printed notes, posters or flyers at college bookstores.

3. Investigate the use of the program Uncommon Denomination as a tool for growth and development.

4. Rent out our facility for special uses. After setting some guidelines, allow book reviews, poetry night, music performances, or a lecture series.

5. Have a fundraiser to develop advertising money.

6. Have official greeters each Sunday.

New Business:

Music director: Betty does not want the piano to be moved even to clean the carpet. Moving it causes it to need tuning. Betty will contact the tuner.

Betty asked that Johnna Anderson be allowed to have a key to the building so that she can practice the piano, as she will be playing for the fellowship some Sundays. Board voiced no objection.

Budget: July budget reviewed and approved. It is posted on the bulletin board and on the web site.

Programming Schedule:

Sept. 4th   Ellen Herbert    Art

Sept 11th  Barbara Cavin “Is tolerance a virtue?”

Sept 18  Kathy Lansford

Sept 25th to be announced

Oct 2nd   Tina Rushing   Can you leave it behind in Omelas? 

Oct 9th   Paul Blakely

Oct 16th   Hailey Heard

Oct 23d   Huey Mitchell

Oct 30th   Ruth Semrau  El Dia De Los Muertos

Nov 13th   Sam Schaal

Interfaith Counsel: Board resolves that we do want to participate with the organization. Peggy Nader will attend their next meeting.

UU dues: We received a bill form the UU office indicating that we will owe $1,632.00 in dues this year. Board voted to pay dues.

Board training: Huey to check with district about films/training on leadership and on conflict resolution.

Name badges: Board members’ name badges will be blue so that visitors can identify someone to ask questions.

Being no additional business, this meeting is adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Cavin

Secretary Unitarian Fellowship of Longview

